FOOD DRIVES 101: SIMPLE, EASY & FUN, WHILE GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
· How to Run A Food Drive
1. Select the dates of your drive – we suggest 1-2 weeks.
2. Make Some Noise – Publicize!  Send e-mails, post fliers, make calls.
3. Distribute Materials – e-mail or hand out our list of needed food items.
4. Set up the Drop Off Point – put it in a high traffic area so it will be seen.
5. Collect, Collect, Collect!
· Creative Ideas to Create Enthusiasm
1. Set a goal for how much food you want to collect, track the progress and announce the final results.
2. Create a display board to show hunger statistics, track progress, etc.
3. Create challenges between departments, classes, etc.  For instance, a winning department could get a free pizza party.
4. Offer incentives such as gift certificates, casual dress days or a special parking spot for the top contributor.
5. Schedule a fun kick-off event to create interest in the food drive.
6. Hold a raffle in which a food or cash donation to the drive “buys” a raffle ticket. Give away a creative incentive.
· “Outside the Box” Food Drive Ideas & Themes









1. Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner! -- Theme your drive around a particular meal time.  For Breakfast, encourage donations of hot & cold cereals, canned fruit; Lunch can be items for a child’s school lunch such as boxed juices, applesauce, peanut butter & jelly.  Dinner can be stew, chili, canned vegetables, etc.
2. Collect food assigned to a specific day -- Macaroni Monday, Tuna Tuesday, etc.  Let co-workers know a day or two ahead of time.

3. Choose an Ethnic theme – Italian could be pasta and spaghetti sauce, Mexican could be rice and beans, etc.

4. Pick one or two food items and collect, collect, collect!  Soups, Peanut Butter & Jelly, beans, pasta & sauce, etc.
5. Skip A Lunch & Feed A Bunch!  -- Encourage others to donate their “lunch money” for one day ($5-$10) to help feed hungry families.
